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Local Access: What does it take for communities to make change
happen?
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What does it take for communities to make change happen? In this newsletter,
discover the elements that make it possible for community networks to emerge and
enable rural development in Zimbabwe in a special interview with Joseph Bish and
Daud Taranhike.

Welcome to the 46th monthly round-up of developments impacting your local access
networks and community-based initiatives.

Events and conferences

* The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) has launched its 2022 call for workshop
proposals. All stakeholders are invited to submit proposals for the 17th annual
meeting by 3 June 2022. Read more.

Resources from past events

* On 21 April, WACC Latin America held a webinar to discuss alternatives to bridge
the digital divide, highlighting the urgency to promote justice on the continent.
Community-led initiatives were pointed out as crucial alternatives to promote
more inclusive approaches. Read more.

* The Technological Innovations for Sustainable Development’s third learning
session took place on 11 April addressing policy, regulation and governance of
community networks. Watch it here. In March, the first learning session focused
on "Community Networks: Bridging the Digital Divide and Connecting the Last
Mile Connectivity" and the second on "Community Networks: Issues, Challenges
and Prospects".


https://www.facebook.com/ISEA.Manila/videos/686682432476445
https://www.facebook.com/ISEA.Manila/videos/686682432476445
https://www.facebook.com/ISEA.Manila/videos/941091913240931/
https://www.facebook.com/ISEA.Manila/videos/941091913240931/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/s_LgC_Q7RQs
https://www.facebook.com/245757129160593/videos/349339557037864
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2022-call-for-workshop-proposals
https://www.apc.org/en/news/murambinda-community-network-and-integral-kumusha-we-feel-were-creating-movement-will-be

Community networks in news and blogs

Murambinda Community Network and the Integral Kumusha: “We feel were
creating a movement that will be unstoppable.” Discover in this interview the
elements making it possible for community networks to emerge and enable
rural development in Zimbabwe. Read more.

The first-ever School of Community Networks in South Africa has gathered
people from seven different communities this year. You can find out more about
their first encounter in this new inspiring video. Read more.

In Brazil, the Amazon Community Networks School is in the preparation stage,
carrying out visits to the seven communities that will be part of the School
taking place between June and December this year. In April, the preparatory
meetings happened in Formigueiro and Rede Wayuri. Check out great pictures
and learn more about the visits here and here. [available in Portuguese]

Community members and local organisations also joined together to exchange
knowledge at the Kenya School of Community Networks. Find out more about
the lessons learned and resolutions in this reflection from KICTANet. Read
more.

In Colombia, Colnodo celebrates the inauguration of the Weiniiin Walapiiin
(“Weaving our dreams”) community network. Read more. [available in Spanish]

In Argentina, a project is bringing internet to popular neighbourhoods in
Cordoba. Find out more. [available in Spanish]

From Brazil, this piece about community networks discusses how the same
technology capable of creating the internet through a centralised structure may
also be capable of promoting decentralisation. Read more. [available in
Portuguese]

Gendering community networks

Meet Hackers Comunitarias, the women challenging communications, tech and
access inequalities in Mexico. In this photo essay we will discover the
experiences and learnings from two communities in Mexico — Cheran and
Xocoyolo. The women in these communities get together to redefine
technologies and develop their networks locally. Read more.

The Feminist By Design journal showcases research journeys and findings from
around the world, which were part of the Feminist Internet Research Network
(FIRN). One article focuses on the reflections from a community network
project in Brazil. Read more.

News on policy and regulation

Meaningful connectivity should be the top priority for internet access
investments. This was the main takeaway of the side session “Internet
Connectivity: Achievements to date, challenges and opportunities ahead”, co-
hosted by Internet Society and APC at the first Africa-Europe D4D Hub Multi-
Stakeholder Forum (MSF). Read more.


https://d4dhub.eu/news/meaningful-connectivity-should-be-the-top-priority-for-internet-access-investments-say-experts
https://apria.artez.nl/feminist-by-design-and-designed-by-diverse-feminists/
https://www.apc.org/en/blog/seeding-change-meet-hackers-comunitarias-women-challenging-communications-tech-and-access
https://passapalavra.info/2022/01/141891/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfDPoC4s4rw
https://www.colnodo.apc.org/es/experiencias/un-sueno-que-se-hace-realidad-celebramos-la-inauguracion-de-la-red-comunitaria-weinuin-walapuin-tejiendo-nuestros-suenos-en
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/lessons-and-resolutions-from-the-national-school-of-community-networks/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/lessons-and-resolutions-from-the-national-school-of-community-networks/
https://saudeealegria.org.br/redemocoronga/rede-wayuri-do-alto-rio-negro-integra-escola-de-redes-comunitarias-da-amazonia/
https://saudeealegria.org.br/redemocoronga/formigueiro-no-amazonas-participa-de-imersao-em-redes-comunitarias/
https://zenzeleni.net/2022/04/27/school-of-community-networks/
https://www.apc.org/en/news/murambinda-community-network-and-integral-kumusha-we-feel-were-creating-movement-will-be

* CYD reports a successful meeting with the Malawi Communications Regulatory
Authority towards building an enabling policy and regulatory environment for
community networks to address the connectivity gap in the country. Read more.

» Alsoin Africa, CITAD calls for sustainable community networks to bridge the
digital divide in Nigeria, as published in Vanguard Nigeria. Read more.

» From a Latin American perspective, these materials from REDES A.C. address
key issues on the economic impact of community networks. Read more.

Tools and toolkits

* Community Network Readiness Assessment Handbook: Find out if a
community is ready to deploy and maintain a community network, and take
steps to plan and build one. Read more.

» How can we ensure that local media sustain their reporting in challenging
times? Check out some alternatives from Colmena — an open-source solution for
local and community media launched on 28 April. Read More.

Funding opportunities

» FRIDA has opened its 2022 call for proposals to provide funding to projects,
initiatives and solutions in the Latin American and Caribbean region. This year's
call focuses on three thematic categories: Internet Stability and Security;
Connectivity and Internet Access; and Open and Free Internet. The call for
proposals will remain open until 31 May 2022. Read more.

» In the Asia Pacific region, applications are still open for the 2022 Information
Society Innovation Fund (ISIF Asia) Grants cycle. The fund supports
organisations in researching, designing and implementing internet-based
solutions to solve internet development challenges that support community
development and growth. The deadline is 15 May. Read more.

» IEEE Connecting the Unconnected Challenge launched its call for participation
this year. The submission portal should be open soon with a deadline of 15 June.
This competition aims to identify and award innovative ideas and early-stage
projects which have the potential to provide internet access to unconnected
populations. Read more.

» In Mexico, the Research Center in Technologies and Community Knowledges
(CITSAC) announced a support programme for people, groups and work teams
currently developing community-applied research projects in their territories in
the country. The deadline for applications is 22 May. Read more. [available in
Spanish]

Previous editions
» Previous editions of this newsletter are available here.

This newsletter is part of the Local Networks (LocNet) initiative, an initiative led by
APC in partnership with Rhizomatica that aims to directly support the work of
community networks and to contribute to an enabling ecosystem for the emergence
and growth of community networks and other community-based connectivity


https://www.apc.org/en/community-networks-and-local-access-monthly-newsletter
https://citsac.org/programa-investigacion-aplicada/
https://ctu.ieee.org/submissions/
https://isif.asia/apply/
https://programafrida.net/en
https://blog.colmena.media/
https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2022/community-network-readiness-assessment-handbook/
https://www.redesac.org.mx/impacto
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2022/03/citad-calls-for-sustainable-community-networks-to-bridge-digital-divide-in-nigeria/
https://www.cydmalawi.org/2022/04/12/successful-meet-with-the-malawi-communications-regulatory-authority/

activities in developing countries. You can read more about the initiative here, here,
and here.

Invite others to subscribe to this monthly newsletter here!

One more thing! If you have comments about the newsletter or information relevant
to the topic that you would like us to include in the next edition, please share it with us
at localaccess.newsletter@apc.org.


https://crm.apc.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=8404&qid=
https://www.apc.org/en/news/bottom-connectivity-strategies-why-research-community-networks-necessary
https://www.apc.org/en/project/supporting-community-led-approaches-addressing-digital-divide
https://www.apc.org/en/project/connecting-unconnected-supporting-community-networks-and-other-community-based-connectivity
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