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Around the world, communities are building alternatives to bridge the digital
divide and foster self-determination related to communications technologies.
And their contribution has been recognised recently: in this edition, we can see
tangible examples coming from government representatives from Cameroon,
Colombia and Argentina, so much so an international prize was awarded to the
Argentine regulator for its programmes developed hand in hand with civil
society organisations to support community-led connectivity.

The recognition from those occupying decision-making positions is an
important first step, especially in a sector dominated by insufficient commercial
alternatives for many decades. This first step should translate into action from
multiple stakeholders who can support community networks to help them
flourish and grow.

Welcome to the 56th monthly round-up of developments impacting your local
access networks and community-based initiatives.

Community networks news and stories

« Weaving dreams together in Latin America: a range of people with diverse
backgrounds are building community-led initiatives in the LAC (Latin
America and the Caribbean) region, demonstrating that community
networks can be a process in which technologies, communications and
access are moulded to meet local realities, dreams and needs. Read more.
[Also available in Spanish.]

« Seeding change: “Twenty years of dreams were finally given a breath of
life by a pandemic,” Dunia Moja founder Twahir Hussein says about his
work with underprivileged communities in Kilifi, on the coast of
Kenya. Read more. [Also available in French.]

« Returning to learning: Daniel Arapmoi shares his story in this piece,
highlighting the importance of a project from BOSCO Uganda to upgrade
the ICT centre in the Agago District in Uganda. Read more.

« Participants in the Amazon Community Networks School in Brazil will
expand community communication in seven territories of the region.
They are building community-led projects after completing the training
process. Read more. [Available in Portuguese.]

« From Asia, two articles from ASORCOM take a deep dive on community
networks in Myanmar: one focusing on challenges and opportunities and
the other on sustainable connectivity strategies.


https://asorcom.net/2023/02/26/empowering-rural-myanmar-through-community-networks-a-sustainable-connectivity-strategy/
https://asorcom.net/2023/02/26/challenges-and-opportunities-in-community-networks-lessons-from-asorcom-in-myanmar/
https://saudeealegria.org.br/redemocoronga/projetos-comunitarios-de-alunos-da-escola-de-redes-comunitarias-da-amazonia-ampliarao-comunicacao-em-sete-territorios-da-amazonia-legal/
https://saudeealegria.org.br/redescomunitarias/
https://www.48percent.org/blog/stories-from-the-connected-returning-to-learning/
https://www.apc.org/fr/blog/semer-le-changement-kilifi-au-kenya-une-pandemie-donne-vie-des-reves-vieux-de-vingt-ans
https://www.apc.org/en/blog/seeding-change-twenty-years-dreams-were-given-breath-life-pandemic-kilifi-kenya
https://www.apc.org/es/news/redes-comunitarias-en-america-latina-tejiendo-suenos-colectivamente
https://www.apc.org/en/news/community-networks-latin-america-weaving-dreams-together

Gendered experiences

Women have historically been underrepresented in the
telecommunications policy and regulation spaces, but there has been a
recent push to increase diversity in these fields. This underrepresentation
can result from gender bias, discrimination and lack of access to
mentorship and networking opportunities, points out Josephine Miliza in
this reflection to KICTANet. Read more.

Women are the key in building community networks. They are important
“links between history-memory, innovation-change and consideration-
adaptation," says Jésica Giudice in this article published by AlterMundi.
[Available in Spanish.]

Did you know that rural women face more challenges to access the
internet? Within the framework of International Women's Day, Colnodo
talks about the opportunities for women in community networks. Read
more. [Available in Spanish.]

Enabling policy and regulation

Stakeholders and government representatives came together in
Cameroon in March to discuss how to address the digital divide. The
country's minister of posts and telecommunications, Minette Libom Li
Likeng, highlighted the need for community networks. Read

more here and here.

To support the dialogue above, APC and GIZ Cameroon presented a new
paper highlighting the ever-increasing importance of access to electronic
communications services in Cameroon. It also presents regulatory and
operational recommendations to make the national environment more
favourable to the development of community networks. Read more. [Also
available in French.]

The telecom regulatory agency in Argentina, ENACOM, was recognised by
the World Summit on the Information Society Prizes 2023 for its work in
supporting community networks in the country. Find out more in this
thread from AlterMundi. [Available in Spanish.]

In Colombia, President Gustavo Petro visited the Jxa'h Wejxia Casil
community network in Caldono, Cauca. Read more. [Available in Spanish.]

A series of publications from KICTANet on community networks discuss
important aspects of these initiatives in Kenya, such as the state of
connectivity, sustainable operating models for connected

schools and capacity building as a sustainability strategy for community
networks.

Publications, research and toolkits

Did you know there is an online learning repository focused on materials
made by and for community networks? This is a collective space just


https://www.kictanet.or.ke/capacity-building-as-a-sustainability-strategy-for-community-networks/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/capacity-building-as-a-sustainability-strategy-for-community-networks/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/sustainable-operating-models-for-connected-schools-in-kenya/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/sustainable-operating-models-for-connected-schools-in-kenya/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/state-of-internet-penetration-in-kenya/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/state-of-internet-penetration-in-kenya/
https://www.colnodo.apc.org/es/impactos/el-presidente-gustavo-petro-visita-la-red-comunitaria-jxa-apos-h-wejxia-casil-en-caldono-cauca
https://twitter.com/AlterMundiNet/status/1640838502152560642
https://twitter.com/AlterMundiNet/status/1640838502152560642
https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/stocktaking/Prizes/2023/Champions?jts=N00OLN&idx=14&page=6#start
https://www.apc.org/fr/pubs/reseaux-communautaires-pour-linclusion-numerique-des-zones-rurales-quelles-opportunites-pour-le
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/community-networks-digital-inclusion-rural-areas-what-are-opportunities-cameroon
https://www.archyde.com/telecoms-experts-set-to-bridge-digital-divide-in-francophone-africa/
https://www.apc.org/en/news/cameroon-focus-community-networks-complementary-connectivity-solutions
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cpk5r-6JImu/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cpk5r-6JImu/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://altermundi.net/2023/02/10/altermundi-nuestro-compromiso-con-el-empoderamiento-de-las-mujeres/
https://www.kictanet.or.ke/diversity-in-telecoms-policy-and-regulation-advocacy-spaces/

launched (see the recordings) to store and exchange resources that can be
useful in training processes. Read more.

« Here comes the sun: for those interested in understanding the basics of
electricity and photovoltaic systems for community networks, this
manual presents an introductory framework. Read more. [Also available
in Spanish and French.]

« This manual was written from the real experience of installing the Pirania
Captive Portal in a women-led community network in Brazil. The portal is
a network access controller: when accessing it, one device is directed to
the screen requesting individual passwords. Read more. [Available
in Portuguese and Spanish.]

« First bamboo tech tower in Uganda: this piece and video documented the
creation of a telecom tower made entirely from bamboo. During these
past decades, bamboo has become an option for community networks as
it is a renewable resource, grows incredibly fast and can be an affordable
alternative to steel towers. Read more.

« The Brazilian feminist organisation MariaLab just launched a free,
feminist and safe service, Maria D'Ajuda, offering emergency assistance
for digital threat cases in Latin America. Read more. [Available in
Portuguese.]

Events

« The new edition of the Training Programme for the Management of ICT
Networks in Indigenous and Rural Communities in Latin America 2023 is
open for people in Latin America. This is a training programme happening
from May until November this year. Those interested should apply by 16
April 2023. Find out more. [Available in Spanish.]

« On 30 March 2023, the forum "Community Networks: Complementary
Solutions, Innovations and Partnerships to Bridge the Digital Divide"
showcased community networks and the important role of partnerships
and policy in enabling these innovative solutions to expand
connectivity. Check out the recordings.

« Community Networks at the WSIS Forum 2023: check out the recordings
of sessions focusing on community-led initiatives and capacity building to
bridge the digital divide here, here and here.

« The Fourth Social Enterprise Advocacy and Leveraging (SEAL) Asia
Conference held a session focusing on "Seeding and Enabling Community
Networks towards Bridging the Digital Divide". The recordings are
available here.

Funding opportunities

« [ISIF Asia announced that the Ian Peter Grants for Internet and the
Environment are now accepting applications from public and private


https://www.facebook.com/ISEA.Manila/videos/658574556038954/
https://play.itu.int/event/wsis-forum-2023-closing-the-digital-divide-how-capacity-building-can-help-communities-build-sustainable-internet-infrastructure/
https://play.itu.int/event/wsis-forum-2023-the-uk-support-to-digital-development-in-developing-and-emerging-countries/
https://play.itu.int/event/wsis-forum-2023-capacity-building-and-enabling-environments-for-meaningful-access-in-indigenous-and-rural-communities/
https://www.facebook.com/ISEA.Manila/videos/548865200649560/
https://68af3914-c2c7-4ae6-89ca-eb7ccb419c00.usrfiles.com/ugd/68af39_e36b8fa2b9da457ebca164c96a2c01e0.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLm7NuQoNvg7v3s2lh1KjbLdqXZvc24IDwdAylXRkg23Vm_A/viewform
https://mariadajuda.org/
https://www.boscouganda.com/first-bamboo-tower-in-uganda/
https://cnlearning.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Pirania-17-02-Espanhol.pdf
https://cnlearning.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Pirania-17-02-Portugues.pdf
https://cnlearning.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Pirania-17-02-Portugues.pdf
https://cnlearning.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CoP_2023_MANUAL_Le-soleil-se-leve.pdf
https://cnlearning.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CoP_2023_Manual_Salio_el_sol.pdf
https://cnlearning.apc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CoP_2023_Manual_Her_comes_the_sun.pdf
https://cnlearning.apc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/redesacmx/videos/5907929652588151/

sector organisations, academia, non-profits and social enterprise
organisations across three thematic areas: inclusion, infrastructure and
knowledge. The deadline is 30 April 2023. Read more.

+ There are two funding programmes to support communities around the
world in gaining greater access to the internet and ensuring its security
and resiliency: Connecting the Unconnected and Sustainable Technical
Communities. Applications to both programmes will be accepted on a
rolling basis. Read more.

Why we must support women in community networks

When editing a GenderlIT.org special edition on community networks and
infrastructures of resistance, Adriana Labardini Inzunza noticed that the
involvement of women, and not just men, is essential to lead change for all:
children, adults and the elderly, Indigenous, native and quilombola groups
reinventing community life.

In her own words, “The community network movement must address any
inequalities and power imbalances upfront, root-up. Every form of
discrimination and violence should be addressed inside communities, so that
they do not take root deeper, eroding inclusion and equality.”

Find out more!

This newsletter is part of the Local Networks (LocNet) initiative, an initiative
led by APC in partnership with Rhizomatica that aims to directly support the
work of community networks and to contribute to an enabling ecosystem for
the emergence and growth of community networks and other community-
based connectivity activities in developing countries. You can read more about
the initiative here, here, and here.

Previous editions of this newsletter are available here.

Invite others to subscribe to this monthly newsletter here!


https://crm.apc.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=8404&qid=
https://www.apc.org/en/community-networks-and-local-access-monthly-newsletter?amp%3Bqid=945434
https://www.apc.org/en/news/bottom-connectivity-strategies-why-research-community-networks-necessary
https://www.apc.org/en/project/supporting-community-led-approaches-addressing-digital-divide
https://www.apc.org/en/project/connecting-unconnected-supporting-community-networks-and-other-community-based-connectivity
https://genderit.org/editorial/infrastructures-resistance-community-networks-hacking-global-crisis
https://www.isocfoundation.org/2023/02/building-expanding-and-securing-the-internet-two-funding-programs-now-open-for-applications/
https://isif.asia/ian-peter-grants/
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